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Mulling...time to pause and reflect and put your work on learning to create portfolios in 
relationship to your growth over time. 
 
As I wander around campus, replaying in my mind email from people learning to create 
electronic portfolios on the Web, I find myself staring at the intricate patterns on these hallowed 
halls of ivy and brooding on how personal growth resembles these vines. 
 
Consider the image above from the wall of the administration building facing south and 
overlooking the Red Cedar River. Most of the vines arise from one trunk, which then branches 
and branches again. A rebellious offshoot heads east, while most of the growth heads west where 
toward more sun.  
 
And notice the trajectories...sometimes the line is flat for a while and then abruptly a shoot grows 
vertically. Much of the growth follows a common path for a while but as growth continues the 
vine branches and diversifies. The farther the vine grows, the variety in breadth and shape of the 
individual shoots. 
 
And now, as I sit here, looking through works in progress -- electronic portfolios growing on the 
Web -- I think of the paths individuals in the class have followed and how long their 
understanding and use of technology has been growing.  
 
Some started long ago and have followed something of a vertical trajectory...growing straight up 
and fast. Others have grown over time, with spurts upward followed by horizontal 
periods...holding on and using what they have learned but not growing vertically.  
 
Others seem to follow more of a diagonal path...learning steadily at a regular rate. A few, like the 
shoots on the right turned into a shadowed corner...an environment less supportive of growth.  
Perhaps teachers who move to a school without technology support are like them, their growth is 
at best flat or at worst downward. Sometimes a shoot has lots of company.  
 
Other times shoots find themselves out on a limb, so to speak, going it alone, going boldly where 
no one has gone before. And I wonder about teaching and learning and how our lives intertwine 
with others. And then I wander on and wonder. 



 
Reflection. How does your experience learning to use technology resemble the growth of a vine? 
Could you trace your own path toward learning among these vines? What environments most 
nurtured your growth? When did you feel like you were growing upward?  
 
Assignment. What matters most to me is not so much what you know at the end of this course, 
but whether and to what extent the work you have begun in this course continues to grow. For 
further growth in your use of the Web and the portfolio concept to occur, you need a nurturing 
environment with enough sunlight, earth and water, and friends...a lot of help from your friends.  
 
Hence our attention to learning software needed to publish from your home and school.  
 
And our emphasizing the importance of your support network. 
 

 
 
Which of these vines resembles your trajectory in publishing your work on your capstone 
portfolio? 
  
Just remember...this is not a race or a competition.  We never leave anyone behind. 
 
And everyone will cross the finish line with a portfolio to be proud of. 
 

 
  
 


